Anniversary Mass of the election of the Holy Father Benedict XVI.
Homily of Mons. Dominik Duka OP, Archbishop of Prague and czech Primate

19th April 2010

Today´s ceremony brings us back to the atmosphere of 19th April 2005. On that day in the evening,  after a big sorrow of the whole of humanity brought by the death and funeral of the Pope John Paul II, Benedict XVII. has been elected.

The Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, in those days the prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, was for many the very obvious candidate, for many others, his election came as a surprise. After a Polish Pope, a German one came!

The first one was a son of a nation with very troublesome history. A nation whose country had been under occupation for almost two centuries. We know what sang the great bard of the Polish people, Adam Mickiewicz. The second one is a son of a nation which created the history of Europe and world with a sword and would not give in to the tentations of the totalitarian ideologies. At the same time it is a nation of great humanists and culture without which it is hard to imagine the Europe as such. Joseph Ratzinger is a great testimony as to the true grandiosity of the powerful Germany which is education, humanity and diligence. After the defeat at the Second world war Germany had to undergo a long journey of penance and purification in order to be accepted again as a trustworthy partner into the European and world community of nations. In order to be invited to the community for those who cherish human dignity, justice and liberty at the first place. For many, the election of Benedict XVI. was a confirmation that Germany is an equal partner. Half a century ago even the powerful personal qualities of Joseph Ratzinger would not be enough to outweigh the aversion to a German candidate. 

The verses of the prophet Isaiah echo the well known song of the Servant of Yahweh speak about the good news, Gospel. This good news of present time was the announcement of the election of today´s Pope.

Very soon, he showed himself as a peacemaker and I dare to say a healer of wounds. On his journey he was not afraid to enter places usually seen as controversial and risky. He set of to strengthen the faithful Poland, Bavaria and last year he spent the days around the feast of Saint Wenceslaus in our homeland. These journeys were very much in the spirit of Jesus´s highpriest prayer from the John´s gospel which we have just heard. The johannine term „Truth“ (Aletheia) includes faith and love. Faith and love are exactly those foundations on which the Pope wants to build the community of Church using Jesus´s testament from the place of the last supper. Johanine term „Truth“ (Aletheia) includes faith and love. This is clearly shown by his two encyclicals Deus caritas est and Caritas in veritate. 

We can see the very same effort in the zeal to enter into a deeper dialogue with the Orthodox Christians. We may name with  joy  also certain results of this difficult task such as establishment of the diplomatic relations between the Holy See and the Russian federation. This was gladly seen also by the Orthodox churches. Where there is a mutual contact, where people speak there is also hope for the settlement of the mutual relations.

The very same stream of humanity and truth carries his care of the Catholics in China. This shows the letter written to the Church in this big country where the believers do not have an easy life and the Church  has to struggle with many cruel inerventions from the side of the cultural revolution and many provinces are very far from the true religious freedom. 

The Holy Father searches with a great and enduring effort the way to unity which Jesus at the last supper prayed for. He looks also for unity with those who have found it too difficult to cope with the reforms of the II. Vatican council.

Every noble effort always comes with a struggle. There are opponents to be faced side by side with those indifferent ones. The fears of those who were not happy with election of an educated and consistent theologian Joseph Ratzinger search now the reason for his personal resignation and they took the stand of scandalising the Church. Let us remind ourselves what we are being offered by the great portion of the  media. Why do we not hear that it is that thanks to him that Church is able to face today´s scandals. He once said that even  the Church is not fully saved from people´s failures. These are not only offences but they are  crimes and betrayals. We are grateful to the Holy Father that his long service in the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith was directed exactly to prevent these phenomenons: Moral education, formation of conscience, sacrament of reconciliation and penance but also bringing to a penal responsibility.

Another thing we should not overlook is that a constant speaking of single cases of child abuse, especially in the past,  diverts our attention from a wider problem with more relevant consequences. Children and youth suffer from manifold pain and they are hurt on every step. The society and the media keep silent about the mental abuse of children during the separation process of parents, of their abuse to the emotional blackmail, of the perversion of children´s character having to watch parents arguing, hating each other and competing for their favour. The media keep silent of the mental and physical scar for the rest of life in the case of children living with a partner who has been betrayed, abandonned. The society and the media not only keep silent about this, they even criticise the very person who has devoted the whole of his life to protect these children even in the office of the successor of Saint Peter. 

Benedict XVI. defends uncompromisingly the right of children to have their own father and mother which do not change and swap according to selfish irresponsible desires.

This is why we want to express our thanks and support to our Holy Father Benedict XVI. and we are sending him a letter from this celebration.

Mons. Dominik Duka OP, Archbishop of Prague
